
Drainage Act and Conservation 
Authorities Act Protocol- Notification Form 

Leslie Rich, Conservation Ontario

Notification of Drain 
Maintenance or 
Repair Form 

• See Appendix II of 
Protocol

• Simplifies application 
process

• Separate notification 
form 

• Form available from 
the DSAO 
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• Combined notification form

• Form must be submitted to each agency 

• Considered application for permission 
under Conservation Authorities Act 

• Protocol only applies to maintenance and 
repair activities under the Drainage Act 
and the Conservation Authorities Act 

• Does not apply to FA, SARA, ESA, etc 

• Good Communication is 
Essential

– Minimum annual workplan 
meeting 

– Proponents initiate contact 
ASAP

– CA communicate concerns 
ASAP 

– Site Visits should be 
conducted jointly whenever 
possible 



Form Contains: 

• Location 
Information

• Description of 
the Drain 

• Length of Work 
Zone

Form Contains

• Dates of Proposed 
Work

• Drain Classification 
Info

• Drain Activities 
Proposed 



Form Contains

• Species at 
Risk 
Information 

• Sediment and 
Erosion 
Control 
Measures

Form Contains: 

• Signature 
block for the 
Drainage 
Superintendent 

• Signature 
blocks for all 
agencies 
notified of 
project
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Signatures Galore! 
• 4 separate signatures

• CA signature acknowledges receipt only
– Verifies drain classification   

• DFO provides signed notification form 
back to CA 
-Class Authorization is issued OR

-Site specific review under FA/SARA is required 
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Signatures Galore! 
• MNR signature acknowledges receipt

• Review process for MNR under ESA 
commences 

Drainage Superintendent is responsible for getting 
all permissions in place for the project. 
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Completion of Notification Form
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Overview of Process

1)Drainage Superintendent Completes 
Notification Form
1) Sends 1 copy to CA for CA Act, FA and 

SARA

2) Sends 1 copy to MNR (if required) under 
ESA
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Overview of Process

2) CA acknowledges receipt

-verifies Drain Classification

-sends Notification Form to DFO 
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Overview of Process

3) MNR acknowledges receipt (if required)

-commences review under ESA 

Note: this is a separate process from CA 
review 
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Overview of Process

4) DFO confirms drain classification

-Class Authorization

-Site-Specific Review 

-Sends Notification Form back to CA
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Overview of Process

5) CA issues SCR or Permit

-releases Class Authorization/LOA (if 
applicable)
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Overview of Process

6) MNR completes review under ESA
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Overview of Process

7) Drainage Superintendent commences 
work once all approvals in place 

-CA and DS may jointly monitor the project 
as appropriate 
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Notification Form 

Simplifies the process 

Serves as application for permission

One for each project 

Encourages communication

Has been “approved” by CO, MNR and 
DFO


